We thank Dr. Meco and colleagues for their thoughtful letter.
We apologize for the two typing errors that unfortunately slipped through despite our careful reading of the manuscript, our reviewer's thorough checks and editorial review.
RBF was, of course measured in ml/min and the formula used to calculate RBF was, of course, based on the area of the renal artery not the radius (we assume the correspondents mean ''radius'' when using the word ''ray'').
Finally, the heart rate (HR) is intrinsic to how the area under the curve (AUC) for RBF is measured by the MEDARCHIVE program used for our calculations: five continuous waveforms are used to calculate the AUC for five waveforms, and the AUC is divided by the time taken (i.e. HR) for those five waveforms to occur, thus the AUC quoted is a calculated average (i.e. HR is factored in) adjusted to an equivalent rate of one beat per second and thus only then multiplied by 60 to calculate blood flow per minute.
Accordingly, we believe that our findings are true [1] and fully justify our conclusions.
